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Middle School: Frogs

PREPARE:
As you read the case, make notes:

1.	 WHO are the primary participants in the case? Describe them.

2.	 WHAT is taking place?

3.	 WHERE is the case taking place? Is the environment a factor?

4.	 WHEN is the case taking place? Is the timing a factor?

As the second-period bell rings Monday 
morning at Exeter Middle School, 
eighth-grade students begin filing into 
their science labs. This morning in  
Ms. Morgan Thesdale’s biology lab, stu-
dents will be dissecting frogs. Dissec-
tion is a new addition to the district’s 
curriculum, and Ms. Thesdale, who 
taught 10th-grade biology for three 
years, is eager to try dissection with 
middle school students. She’s sure the 
students will enjoy the hands-on format.

After students take their seats,  
Ms. Thesdale briefly covers laboratory 
procedures, handling and storing the 
frogs, and the lab’s objectives. She 
reminds students that one objective is 
to compare the frog’s body systems to 
those of humans and discuss the simi-
larities and differences between frogs 
and humans. She then divides students into six groups of three. Students will take different 
roles: cutting and probing, drawing the frog’s body systems, and taking lab notes on their 
discussions. During the lab, Ms. Thesdale walks around the room to monitor the groups and 
join in their discussions.

Alanna, Yumi, and Keon have already made their first incision, have sketched the diagram of 
their dissection, and are discussing what they saw as Yumi takes notes. Ms. Thesdale stops 
to compliment them on their progress. Then she walks toward Haley, Kyla, and Erin, who 
are not as far along. “Kyla, like I heard Robert asked you out. Is that true?” Haley asks as 
Erin tries to draw the frog diagram and listen at the same time.

“Yeah, but my parents won’t let me go out on a date yet. So we’re going bowling this week-
end like with a bunch of us. You wanna . . .” Kyla says, as Ms. Thesdale interrupts.

“Ladies, I’m not sure how this relates to biology. Keep your conversations on the frog, 
please,” Ms. Thesdale warns.
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